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Pastorôs Message  

Rev. Dr. Ann Rogers-Brigham 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
As I have settled in these last few weeks to First Church life and rhythms, I continue to give 

thanks for your welcome, the opportunity to meet you and get to know you and the special provisions 
you have given to help me live in your parsonage.   

 
When I pick up a glass or dish, I say ñthank you,ò or, when I sit at the dining room table you 

provided for an evening meal, I give a prayer of ñthanks!ò  When I welcome my family to visit, I have 
lovely furnished rooms for them to stay in and living spaces for conversation. Thank you to Judi Boyko 
who organized the deliveries and efforts to get things in place and your contributions to create a ñhomeò 
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for me in Methuen.  Each item you gave to parsonage is used and enjoyed!  All the many ways you 
have helped me become part of life here at First Church are appreciated. 

 
This is a season of thanksgiving, isnôt it? It is the season of stewardship in the life of the church.  

The stewardship theme ñImagine Togetherò is woven into our thanksgiving  for being a church seeking 
God, caring for each other and improving our community.  We feel deeply, personally, the church 
matters and we want to be part of the experience of living our faith together.   

 
The ñthanksgivingò prayer in this newsletter I share with you was written by Dr. Diana Butler 

Bass, an award winning author and commentator on religion and contemporary spirituality.   It has been 
shared widely over the years because it talks about gratitude as an emotion (those deep feelings and 
connections we have) and gratitude as action or a way of living.    

 
I share it with you this month because we do hope to generate your support for life in the church 

as a high priority and see it noted in your giving.  Yes, giving is not just about the financial gift, although 
that is needed for all we do and expenses we have for our church budget needs, but it is also about 
how we choose the church as a ñway of living.ò  Science tells us that gratitude and wellbeing are linked.  
Our choices matter!  

 
May we make a choice this year to be actively involved in supporting ñlife togetherò as we 

ñimagine togetherò all that can come from being faithful, engaged, inquisitive, and responsive? May this 
thanksgiving prayer about ñchoiceò trigger our decisions to ñchooseò to be grateful amidst the storms 
that may be raging at home or far away.  May it motivate us to renew our desire to love the church, be 
active in the church and let church be part of our daily living. 

 
The prayer also suggests we give thanks for earthôs bounty and we remember our ancestors 

who came before us to offer wise counsel and wisdom.   As I have heard some of your family stories 
at First Church and I have seen you actively working in outreach and fellowship, I witness the 
importance you place on building on what others have given to ensure a legacy of generosity and care 
for one another and the communities we serve.   

 
We look forward to stewardship messages in November, beginning November 3rd and continuing 

through November 17th.  We will hear more of those family stories, church stories.  We are glad for 
other special times to give thanks and remember those who have gone before us.  Please look for an 
opportunity in worship on All Saints Sunday (Nov. 3rd) to honor those who are with us in spirit, dear 
ones who planted themselves in First Church history to say, ñthe church matters!ò  Also we will honor 
our veterans in service on Sunday, November 10th.  On November 17th, we will dedicate the restoration 
of the bell tower and narthex after worship. 

 
I pray our ministry together will flourish in the interim period.  I will do my best to walk with you 

and build life in community in ways you tell me are important.  I give thanks for the support of a wonderful 
staff, Mike, Roberta, and Gina.  And I give special thanks for all of you, faith filled First Church 
volunteers.  Letôs be in touch and let me know about any needs or concerns that arise. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 

Rev.  Ann  Rogers -Brigham  

 
 

  Artwork by  

Nicolette Jurovich 
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May this prayer inspire us to celebrate being a community of commitment and support of our 
common  mission and purpose to be people of faith in word and action.  

 

 

A Thanksgiving Prayer 
From Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks, 

c.2018, by Diana Butler Bass 

 
God, there are days we do not feel grateful. When we are anxious or angry.  When we are 

alone. When we do not understand what is happening in the world, or with our neighbors. 
 

We struggle to feel grateful. 
 

But this Thanksgiving, we choose gratitude. We choose to accept life as a gift from you, from 
the unfolding work of all creation. We choose to be grateful for the earth from which our food comes; 
for the water that gives life; and for the air we all breathe. 

 
We make the choice to see our ancestors, those who came before us, and their stories, as a 

continuing gift of wisdom for us today. We choose to see our families and friends with new eyes, 
appreciating them for who they are, and be thankful for our homes whether humble or grand. We will 
be grateful for our neighbors, no matter how they voted or how much we feel hurt by them. We 
choose to see the whole planet as our shared commons, the public stage of the future of humankind 
and creation. 

 
God, this Thanksgiving, we do not give thanks.  

 
We choose it. 

 
And we will make thanks, with strong hands and courageous hearts. When we see your 

sacred generosity, we become aware that we live in an infinite circle of gratitude. That we all are 
guests at a hospitable table around which gifts are passed and received. We will not let anything 
opposed to love take over this table. Instead, we choose to see grace, free and unmerited love, the 
giftedness of life everywhere, as the tender web of all creation. In this choosing, and in the making, 
we will pass gratitude onto the world. 

 
Thus, with you, and with all those gathered here, we pledge to make thanks. And we ask you 

to strengthen us in this resolve. Here, now, and into the future.  
 

Around this table.  
 

Around the table of our nation.  
 

Around the table of the earth. 
 

Amen. 
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A Meal  (Breakfast)  with  Ann  
2ND Wednesdays at 8:00 AM ï Beginning November 13th 

at Ellieôs Farmhouse Restaurant, 436 Broadway, Methuen 
 

Would you like to join me for breakfast and conversation?  I understand that many 
of you enjoyed the ñBreakfast with Billò when Pastor Bill was here. Iôm delighted to start 
up this early morning gathering.  Letôs begin on Wednesday, November 13th.  Yes, ñdutch 
treatò again, too. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Interested  in  Confirmation  Study??  
 

We are ready to organize a class for youth (13-18), who are interested in being together 
for Confirmation Study. 

 
Please speak to Rev. Ann or Lori Bennett, if you have a young person who would like 

to be confirmed.  We can begin right away!  I anticipate a Service of Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday, 
June 8th, or another Sunday that we choose. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Youth  Group  at  First  Church  

 
If you have youth interested in being part of a ñyouth group,ò letôs meet together in 

November to speak about a good time to organize and provide this opportunity.  I envision 
a time to come together for a Bible study lesson, a craft or activity, snacks (of course!) and, 
possibly, an outing (field trip) for fun and learning.  This group can be a combined 

confirmation/youth experience on many levels as we have pre-confirmation youth whoôd like to be part 
of a youth gathering. 

 

Weôd like to hear your thoughts.   ~ Rev.  Ann  &  Lori  Bennett  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Save the  Date  

Blue Christmas Service 
Music, Prayers &  Candlelight 

Tuesday, December 10th, at 7:00 PM 
 

Join us and bring a friend to our Blue Christmas service at First Church.  It is a quiet, 
reflective service that acknowledges the sadness and loss many people feel during the 
Advent and Christmas seasons We gather as people of God support one another and be in 
a place of remembrance of hope. 
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Sunday Worship  

10:00 AM  
We hope you will join us! 

 
For those who cannot attend in person, worship will be broadcast each Sunday, at 

10:00 AM, on Facebook Live (www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen) and posted after the service on 
our YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA).  The service can 
be viewed at any time on either platform.  An Order of Worship will be emailed each Friday before the 
service. 

 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

Weekly Bulletin Prayer List  
 

We print a Prayer List within each Sunday Worship bulletin.  To have someone 
included on the bulletin prayer list, please let Roberta, in the Church Office, know by 
emailing her at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

 
If you, or someone you know, is in need of a pastoral visit, please contact Rev. 

Rogers-Brigham at amrogersbrigham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
  

   
 

 

Fall Back  
on November 3 rd ! 

 

Change your clocks. 

 Change your smoke detector battery. 

 

  

http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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From the Chair of the Church Board é 
 

Happy November, everyone!  Unless youôre a turkey, this is a great time of year.  Lots of leftover 
Halloween candy to start the month will lead to lots of leftovers from various Thanksgiving feasts.  
Basically, by the end, I will definitely be ready to hibernate!  Iôm sure weôll be able to work off some of 
the calories raking leaves and other chores getting ready for winter, but in my case, Iôll have extra 
insulation for the chillier times ahead. 

 
Hopefully by now, you have met Rev. Ann Rogers Brigham, our new Interim Pastor!!!  I know 

she is hard at work at First Church, leading us in prayerful and spirit-filled worship as well as guiding 
us as we continue to do Godôs work in our community.  If you havenôt had the pleasure, please come 
on Sunday or reach out to her personally.  Weôre all excited about her ministry at First Church. 

 
Speaking of exciting things, as always, we have plenty going on, including: 

 

¶ Our annual Ham & Bean supper was held this month. And it was a wonderful time had by all.  At 
the time of writing this, the attendance surpassed 170 diners, and there were plenty of accolades 
for the delicious ham, beans, hot dogs, mac & cheese, salad, brown bread, topped off with hot 
fudge sundaes.  A heartfelt thank you to everyone who made it an annual success! 

 

¶ The stewardship team is hard at work, preparing for our annual pledge drive.  The theme, 
IMAGINE TOGETHER, will be focused on all the great things we do for each other and the 
community, and it is because of your pledges that we can do so much!  So, stay tuned for more 
announcements regarding their work. 

 

¶ Our Outreach group is hard at work with numerous efforts.  The childrenôs book drive closed out 
last month, collecting new & gently used books for our community.  They were distributed to a 
local school to a lot of excited children.  This month, the team is collecting youth clothing, in 
conjunction with the YMCA, through Nov. 3rd.  Thereôs still time to clean out your closets and 
contribute, so please talk with one of our dedicated Outreach team members to see how you 
can help.  Last but not least, the Thanksgiving food pantry will be working to ensure those in 
need can have a wonderful family dinner.  Between all these focused projects and our continuing 
food pantry, helping so many in our community, there are numerous ways to make an impact. 

 

¶ The Chapel School is stronger than ever, and the teachers and children are filling our parish 
halls with a joyful noise!  Enrollment does continue, so if there is a family that may need our 
services, I invite you to contact Gina or Roberta as tours are happening regularly. 

 

¶ The Narthex project is complete and back in its full glory.  It is a fantastic feeling to open our 
front doors wide, and have children ring the bell once again!!!!  If you havenôt seen it yet, definitely 
come in and see its beauty.  Please thank the trustees for their thoughtful dedication, and if youôd 
like to help out with what they do around the church, just ask Allan or Scott. 

 

¶ éand so much more! 
 
So, if youôre looking for some way to help our church and our community, thereôs plenty of 

options.  Also, thereôs always the prayer shawl ministry, other outreach projects, singing or ringing in 
one of our outstanding choirs, or just joining the walking group to help yourself.  There are so many 
new opportunities available through our historic congregation, so feel free to seek out what you would 
like and help our neighbors & neighborhood at the same time. 
  
As always, all are welcome to chat anytime with me.  I love to hear your ideas and suggestions.  We 
also have a lot of other activities and missions scheduled, so I would love your input.  I know you all 
work so hard to make our church a blessing to our families and neighbors, and I thank you from the 
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bottom of my heart.  Letôs keep the energy and drive rolling, continuing to seek God, care for each 
other, and improve our community. 
 
God bless!!! 
 
Josh Ferry 

 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 

Bell Tower and Narthex  Dedication  

 
 
Please join us on Sunday, November 17th for the grand reopening and dedication of the bell 

tower and narthex.  The dedication will be held after the service, before the Stewardship Luncheon. 
 
After five years of planning, demolition and construction, we are excited to once again open our 

doors to the public.   We couldnôt have achieved this amazing milestone without the commitment and 
generosity of our friends and parishioners.     

 

Please join us for this historic celebration.  
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Stewardship  Ministry Team é  
 

IMAGINE TOGETHERé  
Our Stewardship Theme for this year inspires us to think about what we see our church 

becoming and doing in the coming year and into the future.  During our campaign Sundays, certain of 
our members will speak about how we live by our mission statement and how we can imagine growing 
and living out that mission; and Reverand Ann will interview a church member as well as offer the 
blessing of our pledges. 
 

IT TAKES ALL OF OUR PLEDGES TO IMAGINE TOGETHER  
 
Currently member pledges cover 55% of our budget with the balance coming from endowments 

and the Chapel School pledge.  Rising costs and inflation continue to impact us.  For example, our 
Insurance Liability and utility costs have increased approximately 14%, while our pledge income 
increased 6% for this year.   

 
We have had to eliminate the position of Christian Education Director for several years.  Imagine 

filling this position.  We could then offer more Sunday School/Youth activities and resources, as well 
as add Bible Study and adult Christian Education programs.   

 
Committees have not been funded, meaning that our committee members have often been self-

funding any events.  Imagine fully funding these committed teams.  We could then offer more events 
and activities that would attract people from our community to join us and help us grow. 
 

IMAGINE BEING ABLE TO PASS A BALANCED BUDGET.  
 

We must all carefully reflect on our annual pledge and consider making an increase to our pledge 
that will support what we can Imagine Together for the future of our church. 

 
This yearôs campaign materials were mailed out early this week.  If you do not receive yours 

soon, please contact the church office or a member of the Stewardship Team and we will send it to 
you. We will celebrate with a luncheon following worship on November 17th, which will include the 
chicken pot pie meal that we provide monthly for Bread and Roses.  We will celebrate Imagine 
Together!  
 

Stewardship Ministry Team: 
Kathy Romano ï Chairperson 
Rev. Ann Rogers-Brigham, Irene Maggio, Marilyn Peck, Robyn Sliney and Kim Valcourt 
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The Stewardship Ministry Team 
cordially invites you to a luncheon  

following worship 

on 

Sunday, November 17, 2024 

Come join us as we share a meal together  
in fellowship to celebrate and give thanks   
for all of Godõs promises and blessings   

to us at First Church! 
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Musical Musings 
November is always busy for the church musician, and that's certainly true here at First 

Church.  We are delighted to announce that Ron M'Sadoques has joined the choir as our new Choral 
Scholar.  You may have noticed Ron singing in the bass/tenor section.  He comes to us with lots of 
experience as a soloist, cantor, leader of song, and trained vocalist.  His presence every week 
strengthens our own baritone section, helps them to grow and feel more confident, and makes the 
whole choir feel more grounded and solid.  Welcome, Ron! 

 
Our Festival of Trees event has already been quite successful, with lots of congregants donating 

beautiful music themed ornaments, including some handmade and some vintage ones, while other 
congregants have donated money to allow us to purchase ornaments, the tree, skirt, etc.  We will be 
assembling the tree on Saturday morning, Nov 16, from 10am-1pm. We're looking for volunteers to 
help us set up.  Reach out to me if you can help! 

 
The choir is hard at work preparing for our upcoming Advent Cantata on Sunday, Dec 15.  Music 

will include Larson, Shackley, a set from Handel's Messiah, and Rachmaninoff.  Our special small 
schola and handbells will also be featured.  It will be a gorgeous musical morning of worship, so I hope 
you will plan to be there IN PERSON.  Our choir and soloists work really hard to present this Cantata, 
and having a substantial audience to react in person really does make a difference, so plan to be there! 

 
Looking ahead: I've been talking about organizing our music library for a while....we started the 

project a while ago, and then have not found the time to return to it...until now!  On Saturdays, Jan 11, 
18, and 25 (unless there's inclement weather!), from 9am-3pm each day I am hoping we can bring 
together a group of volunteers to input data on laptops about our extensive music library.  come for an 
hour, or for a day....or for all three days!  My real hope is that by the end of January, our entire extensive 
music library will be digitized and available in a searchable Google spreadsheet, so that I can actually 
use the music that is there! So mark your calendars.... 

 
Happy November....and Happy Thanksgiving!  We all have so much for which to be grateful.... 
 
Peace and all good things, 
  

Mike Boutin 

 

 

 

 

 
 


