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BEACON 

 

Minister’s Message 
 

Dear members and friends of First Church, 
 
We come into August days, summer days, glad for the gifts of summer to us.  Some of you are 

benefitting from gardens planted and gathering fresh vegetables to put on your dinner tables. Others 
are talking about quiet moments spent at favorite ponds or beaches. And I love hearing about summer 
reunions with families or a time to savor warm breezes at a favorite spot in the backyard. It has been 
great hearing from our children about going to summer camp or our youth taking on new summer jobs.   

 
When my children were growing up, August was always the month we remembered to take out 

the summer school reading list and make sure those assignments were covered for entrance into the 
new school year.  Because my summer vacation was usually in August, I  also remember savoring 
days devoted to my family and the little vacation trips to visit grandparents, aunts and uncles, and 
favorite places that gave the “pause” from daily work routines.  
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Here at First Church, we have been blessed to be with members and friends to mark birthdays, 
pray for those who are unwell and be with those who are grieving. I am thinking of the recovery of some 
of our members from injuries or surgeries. This is hard work!   Our hearts are heavy, too,  for those who 
have lost a mother or father, a sister or brother, a friend or companion in life. Some of us may be living 
with chronic pain and physical challenges that keep us from doing all we want to do.  Some summer 
days are challenging as we deal with the intense heat and the news of trauma around the world. 

 

How about you? What are summer days bringing your way this year?  What can our church  and 
faith offer us during these long days of the Pentecost season?  What messages are coming from our 
scripture, especially the gospel of Matthew, as we attend to our worship life and our learning as 
disciples?    

 

Summer scripture readings (our lectionary passages) may be a good way to listen, learn, renew 
and revive our faith. Here are some key thoughts from Matthew’s gospel in August: 

 
Matthew 14 

RE: Feeding of the multitudes   Compassion must not grow tired. God summons the church to 
mercy, generosity, and problem-solving. 

RE: Walking on water    Perhaps it is as significant that Jesus is able to walk on the water so as to 
reengage in his ministry after some much needed self-care. 

 
Matthew 15 

RE: Persistence of the Canaanite woman   Perhaps faith engenders persistence or maybe 
persistence feeds faith. Either way, persistence and faith make a powerful pair. 

 
Matthew 16 

RE: Peter gives a declaration about Jesus and is called the “rock”   To the extent that the church is 
built on “this rock” (whether the rock refers to Peter himself, or to the words of his confession, 
or to something else), it is worth naming the means through which we experience the revelatory 
power of God 

RE: Jesus speaks of the cross and self-denial   Jesus puts his life on the line ahead of all who follow 
him. Whether to the forsaken places of the wilderness or the centers of human might and 
authority, Jesus is there. 

 
My prayer is that we will make time for our faith to be strengthened and our priorities reset as 

we think about our personal lives and our church commitment. How we long to be refreshed and ready 
to serve and grow in the Spirit these summer days.  May I close with an “encouragement”  quote from 
In the School of Love : an Anthology of early Cistercian Texts? These quotes are taken from the writings 
of Cistercian monks and nuns who lived in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.  Their wisdom reminds 
us to be still and listen to God, even yearn for God: 

 
Faith and hope lead us to want to have what we believe in and hope for. The more we 

want it, the more we learn to love it and want to concentrate on it. Our turning to God is made 
easier if we take practical steps, which include turning away from other things which attract and 
distract us and going apart in solitude, being still so that we can listen to God.   

~ from IN THE SCHOOL OF LOVE, ed. Edith Scholl 
 
Continued summer blessings and may God’s peace that passes all understanding guide us and 

keep us in this interim time, 

 

Rev. Ann Rogers-Brigham 
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Sunday Worship 

10:00 AM  
We hope you will join us! 

 

We like to see you in the congregation on Sunday mornings, but for those who 
cannot attend in person, worship will be broadcast each Sunday, at 10:00 AM, on 
YouTube Live (www.youtube.com/@firstchurchcongregationalm1729).   

 
An Order of Worship will be emailed out by the Friday before the service.  If you do not receive 

this email, please let the church office know at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 
Special Worship Opportunities  

in August 
 

• August 2nd –Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, Service of Word & Sacrament 
o Mike Boutin – Worship Leader  
o Lessons: Genesis 32:22-28 (Jacob Wrestles at Peniel); Matthew 14:31-21 (Feeding the Five 

Thousand) 
 

• August 9th – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
o Mike Boutin – Worship Leader  
o Lessons: Genesis 37:1-4 (Joseph Dreams of Greatness); Matthew 14:22-33 (Jesus Walks 

on the Water) 
 

• August 16th – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
o Rev. Ann Rogers-Brigham – Worship Leader  
o Lessons: Genesis 45: 1-15 (Joseph Reveals Himself to His Brothers): Matthew 15:21-28 

(The Canaanite Woman’s Faith) 
 

• August 23rd – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
o Rev. Ann Rogers-Brigham – Worship Leader  
o Lessons: Exodus 1:8-2:10 (The Israelites Are Oppressed): Matthew 16:13-20 (Peter ’s 

Declaration about Jesus) 
 

• August 23rd – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
o Rev. Ann Rogers-Brigham – Worship Leader  
o Lessons: Exodus 3:1-15 (Moses at the Burning Bush): Matthew 16:21-28 (Jesus Foretells 

His Death and Resurrection) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/@firstchurchcongregationalm1729
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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The Church & Chapel School Office will be open most Tuesday and Thursday mornings, from 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, starting the week of June 16th through Labor Day.  Roberta will continue to check 
emails and phone messages regularly. Rev. Ann will keep her regular office hours, Monday – Thursday, 
from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 

 
Do not hesitate to use the answering service to leave a message. They send your message via 

email to the Church Office and will help locate the Pastor if there is a pastoral emergency.   

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Prayer Requests/List 

 

We print a Prayer List in the Sunday worship bulletin.  To have someone included 
on the bulletin prayer list, please let Roberta, in the Church Office, know at 978-687-1240 
or firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com.  No request is too big or too small!   Thank you. 

 
If you, or someone you know, is in need of a pastoral visit, please contact Rev. Ann at 

amrogersbrigham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Breakfast with Ann 
 

Breakfast with Ann will take a break in July and August and start again on Sept 9th. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Thank you for the Time Away  
For Study and Vacation 

 
I am grateful to Mike Boutin for leading worship in my absence and for clergy colleagues on call 

for pastoral emergencies.  Please speak to Roberta or to one of our Deacons if you need to reach 
someone for assistance with a pastoral need while I’m away (July 20-August 14). 

~ Rev. Ann 
 

 

mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
mailto:amrogersbrigham@gmail.com
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Interested in Church Membership? 
 
We are delighted to invite new members into our life at First Church.  If you have interest in 

becoming a member, please speak to the Pastor or a Deacon and we will be glad to include you in our 
next membership orientation.  Here are the ways (according to our church bylaws) you can be received: 
Full Active Member, Associate Member or Friend of First Church. You may 
come into membership by affirmation of faith, reaffirmation of faith, letter of 
transfer or confirmation.  Membership registration forms are available in the 
rear of the sanctuary or the “crossroads” near the church office.  Please, don’t 
hesitate to contact  Rev. Ann or one of our Deacons for more information.  
 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Welcome Sunday 
Sunday, September 20th  

Worship at 10:00 AM 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
 
 

New Church Directory with Pictures! 
 

It’s been a few years since we last had a church directory with pictures of our church family.  We 
are planning a “Picture Day” on Sunday, September 13, 2026, during coffee hour, with an additional 
day on September 27, 2026.  

 
More information will be in the September Beacon. 
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Children/Youth Messages for Summer Worship

“Learning Verses from the Psalms” 
June 14th – September 20th  

 
Our children/youth messages in worship each week are a high priority. They, with the 

congregation, are learning key verses from the Psalms.  Maybe you’d like to follow the teaching each 
week with them as we learn a new verse and remember where those beloved verses are that we quote 
often in everyday speech.  Thank you, parents, grandparents and others,  for brining your children and 
youth into the life of the church each week and learning to love the Psalms with them! 
 

➢ June 14th – Music Sunday  
Give praise with trumpets; 

Give praise with lute and harp! 
Give praise with tambourine and dance; 

Give praise with strings and reed! 
Give praise with booming drums; 

Give praise with crashing cymbals! 
Let everything that breathes praise God with their lives! 

May it be so now and forever!  Amen. 
 ~ Psalm 150 

 

➢ June 21st – Father’s Day/Juneteenth 
When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. 

 ~ Psalm 56:3   
 

➢ June 28th 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 ~ Psalm 46:1  
 

➢ July 5th – Independence Day 
O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.  

 ~ Psalm 34: 8   
 

➢ July 12th  
How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity. 

 ~ Psalm 133:1 
 

➢ July 19th  
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

you discern my thoughts from far away. 
 ~ Psalm 139   

 

➢ July 26th 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

Serve the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 
 ~ Psalm 100 

 

➢ August 2nd  
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  
 ~ Psalm 27:1 
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➢ August 9th 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures;  

he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.  
 ~ Psalm 23:1-3 

 
➢ August 16th 

Praise the Lord, all you nations!  Extol him, all you peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 

Praise the Lord! 
 ~ Psalm 117 (shortest Psalm of the Bible) 

 
➢ August 23rd  

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it, 
for he has founded it on the seas and established it on the rivers. 

 ~ Psalm 24:1-2 
 

➢ August 30th 
I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  

 ~ Psalm 121:1-2 
 

➢ September 6th – Labor Day Sunday 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 ~ Psalm 118:24 
 

➢ September 13th 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  

 ~ Psalm 119:5 
 

➢ September 20th – Welcome Sunday 
I was glad when they said to me,   “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”  

 ~ Psalm 122: 1 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
 

Christian Education 
 
A quick note from your CE Committee,  
 

We hope everyone is having a wonderful summer.  Our Sunday School program will begin 
September 20, 2026.  Please mark your calendars, and plan to join us.  Maybe even invite a friend.  

 

More news to come in the September Beacon.  
 
Blessings,   

Mrs. B, Sarah and Christine   
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From the Stewardship Ministry Team… 

The Stewardship Team would like to remind everyone of the importance of keeping up with our 
pledges during the summer months.  If you are away, remember that you can still make your donation 
online by clicking the red “Donation” button on the Home Page of the church’s website 
(www.firstchurchmethuen.com) or by scanning the QR code in the Beacon and the Sunday Bulletin and 
following the prompts.  We are grateful for the many pledgers who are e-givers which allows our 
contributions to continue even when we are away on vacation or enjoying a weekend with family and 
friends. 

 
There are other ways we can be good stewards during the summer.  Help the Trustees Team to 

set up and clean up the sanctuary or Parish Hall on a Sunday.  Get a taste of what our Deacons provide 
each week by being a greeter, taking the offering or being the liturgist one Sunday.  Do you have a 
musical talent that you would like to share, sing a favorite song or play an instrument on a Sunday while 
our choir is on break? 

 
Our Sunday School children have been learning to be good stewards of their church as they 

take part in lighting candles and helping to take the morning offering on Sunday mornings.  They also 
continue to make their own offering each week.  We are going to provide offering envelopes boxes for 
them during the Children’s Message on Welcome Sunday in September. 

 
It takes all of us together to continue being good stewards! 

http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
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Back to School Project 

The Outreach Team has been busy this summer preparing for our 16th Annual Back to School 
Project in partnership with the Methuen Arlington Neighborhood (MAN) Center on Tenney Street in 
Methuen. On July 14th and 16th volunteers recorded clothing and shoe sizes for the 75 children who will 
receive backpacks filled with school supplies, a new outfit including jeans, a shirt, a hoodie, a pair of 
New Balance sneakers, and a hat knit by our Prayer Shawl Ministry Team.  The children will pick up 
their donated items on “Mall Day” which falls on August 15th this year, at the MAN Center.  Anyone 
interested in joining us is welcome to help us out on that day.  It is a wonderful day for these children 
and the community.  Please contact Lisa Yarid-Ferry if you are interested in volunteering on Mall Day.   
 

Fall “Book It!” Book Drive 
Five years ago, the Outreach Team at First Church began annual book drives, to help boost 

literacy skills in Methuen Public Schools children.  Having donated books to all 4 grammar schools over 
the past 4 years, we will be collecting books for preschool students attending the Methuen Public 
Schools Early Childhood Center (ECC) this year.  The ECC provides specialized education classroom 
programs for preschool children identified with a variety of special needs.  Books are used in the 
classrooms to help the children progress in their developmental skills.  Parents are also encouraged to 
read to their children at home, and some of our donated books will be given to students who may not 
have books at home. We have already received a suggested list of books and authors from Kelly 
Blanchette, the ECC director which will be shared soon. The Book Drive will run from September 13th 
to October 4th. Watch for our flyer in the September Beacon! 
 

Lazarus House Walk for Hope Fall Festival 
The 2026 Lazarus House Walk for Hope Fall Festival is coming up on September 19th at 

Lawrence Veterans Memorial Stadium.  Funds raised help support programming for individuals and 
families facing homelessness and food insecurity.  There is no set distance for this walk, you may walk 
as many loops around the track as you want.  If you are interested in walking or donating to this cause, 
please speak with Becky Smith for information on pre-registering with the First Church team.  The walk 
starts at 10:00 AM and check-in opens at 9:00 AM.  Come enjoy the music and festivities and help raise 
money for Lazarus House.   
 

Samaritans of Merrimack Valley Walk for Hope 
The 2026 Samaritans Walk for Hope is taking place on Saturday, October 24th, at The Park on 

Chestnut Street in Andover.  Check-in starts at 9:00 AM and the walk begins at 10:00 AM. Funds raised 
will provide suicide prevention trainings, support for individuals who have experienced loss, support 
groups for loss survivors, outreach, education and much more.  Speak to Becky Smith if you are 
interested.  You can also learn more and register with the First Church team on their website at 
fsmv.org.  
 

Clothing Drive for YMCA Kids Closet 
This fall we will be holding a clothing drive from October 11th through November 8th to help 

restock the Methuen YMCA’s “Kids Closet”.  We will be collecting “gently used” clothes for children 
wearing sizes 2T up through adult small and medium.  Share this news with family and friends who 
may have children growing out of their clothing and looking to donate them.  Watch for more information 
in upcoming Beacons and bulletins. 
 
Outreach Ministry Team –Cindy Bateson, Team Leader, Marilyn Peck, Lori Bennett, Jo-Ann Crosby, 
Ken Peck, Marie Rubino, Carole Silva, John Silva and Becky Smith  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets year-round and always welcomes anyone who wishes to be 
part of this ministry.  Knitting or crocheting experience is not a prerequisite to becoming a member.  
Come for the fellowship and someone will be glad to help you if needed. Please contact Bobbi Barlow 
for more information.   

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Wednesdays from 1:00 - 3:00 PM 
in the parlor of First Church Congregational. 

 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Walking Group for Fitness and Fellowship 
 

Tuesday Mornings in August 
Join us for early summer morning walks on the Merrimack River.  We are walking at 
9:00 AM in August.  We will be walking at the Raymond J. Martin Riverside Park at 971 

Riverside Drive in Methuen, which provides lots of shade on a safe, flat looped walkway, with cool 
breezes along the Merrimack River. Tuesdays in August are 8/4, 8/11, 8/18 and 8/25.   
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Help Spread the Word!
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Reading of the Declaration of Independence 
 
Methuen’s annual Reading of the Declaration of Independence, hosted by the Methuen 

Historical Society, was held at Meetinghouse Hill on July 4th. The event invited residents and families 
to read a brief passage of the historic document, making it a community tradition that wrapped up in 
the city's tricentennial. Our own Church Board Chair, Steve Boyko, represented First Church 
Congregational in the reading. 

 

 
 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

On Sunday, July 14th, Marilyn Peck 
was wished a very Happy Birthday! 
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MAN Back to School Project 
Sizing Crew 

7/16/25 
 

 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

A Summer Blessing 
 

Blessed are you, summer, 

season of long days and short nights, 

you pour forth light from your golden orb, 

energizing the earth and calling forth growth. 

 

Blessed are you summer, 

with your generous gift of heat. 

Your warm breath animates creation, 

encouraging all growing things to stretch toward the sun. 

 

Blessed are you, summer, 

you call us into playfulness, 

encouraging us to pause from work. 

You renew our spirits. 
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Blessed are you, gracious season of summer, 

you surprise us with a variety of gifts from the earth. 

We, too, gaze into the earth of ourselves, 

beholding gifts waiting to be honored. 

 

Blessed are you, nurturing season of summer, 

your fruits and vegetables appear on our tables, 

changing them into altars. 

Tasting of your life, we are made strong. 

 

Blessed are you, summer, 

host of a star that shines with passion. 

Sun-soaked, we reach for your energy 

that drives us upward and onward. 

 

Blessed are you, sacrament of summer, 

nature’s green season, sweet echo of spring. 

You speak to us in living color as you renew the earth 

with symbols of life for our bodies and souls. 

 

Blessed are you, summer, 

season of roots that reach for water. 

Even through the cracks in the sidewalk 

the song of your seed can be heard. 

 

Blessed are you, summer, 

season rooted in reality. 

Even as the perspiration collects on our brow, 

we experience your earthly joy. 

 

Blessed are you, summer, 

and your firefly evenings 

you minister to the child in us. 

You feed our hunger for beauty. 
 

~ Joyce Rupp & Macrina Wiederkehr 
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What’s the REACH Ministry? 
 
Do you know of someone facing surgery, recovering from surgery or 

living with a long-term illness?  Do you know someone who has recently lost 
their job or could use financial support?  Do you know someone who suffers 
from depression or is often down in the dumps around the holidays? 

 
Maybe this person is you? 
 

If so, we can help.  Our new REACH Ministry wants to make sure that members of our 

community have a place to turn for support in their time of need.  The term REACH stands for -- 

Reliable, Engaging, Able, Caring and Heartfelt support. 

 
Contact Judi Boyko or Pat King for more information, or speak to our Pastor. 

 
 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
 

Would you like to make an electronic donation to the church? 
 

Use your smart phone or tablet by scanning this QR code! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Or visit our website at www.firstchurchmethuen.com  
and click the “Donate” button. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

 

http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

04 Scott Sanborn 
05 William Bennett 
13 Hannah Valcourt 
23 William Hirsch  
  

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
01 Joan Zonfa 
02 Gloria Domin 
04 Mike Boutin 
07 Matthew Bunting 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

e 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
8/4 Ken & Marilyn Peck Married 36 years 
8/16 Glenn & Deborah Sprague Married 40 years 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

9/3 Jonathan & Stacy Bennett Married 15 years 
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